CLEMENCEAU

recorded under a plebiscite, or a referendum, of the entire male
population. This lack of confidence in the judgment of the
majority, when appealed to on political issues, though natural
under the circumstances, is obviously quite illogical on the
part of men who declare their belief in popular government.
It amounts to a permanent claim for the highly educated and
well-to-do sections of an intellectual oligarchy, on the ground
that they must know better what is good for the people than
the people know for themselves. This might conceivably be
true, if no pecuniary interests or arrogance of social superiority
were involved. But as this state of things cannot be attained
until production for profit, payment of wages and private
property cease to exist, democrats and Eepublicans place
themselves in a doubtful position when they denounce &
reference to the entire population as necessarily harmful.
All that can be safely admitted is that so long as the mass of
men and women are economically dependent, socially unfree
and very imperfectly educated, the possibility of their being
able to secure good government by a plebiscite is very remote.
But this applies as well to universal suffrage used to obtain
parliamentary elections, and the argument against reposing
any trust in the mass of the people may thus be pushed to the
point of abrogating the vote altogether save for a small minority.
And this would land us in the position of beginning with an
autocracy or aristocracy and ending there,

At the time I am speaking of it is indisputable that a
considerable majority of intelligent and educated Frenchmen
were Eepublicans. What they meant by a Eepublic comprised
many different shades of organised democracy. But Eepublic,
as Eepublic, in opposition and contradistinction to Monarchy
or Empire, was a name to conjure with among all the most
distinguished Frenchmen of the time* How did it come
about, then, that this minority, which should, have been able
to lead the people, was distrusted and voted down by the
very same populace whose rights of self-government they
themselves were championing on behalf of their eou&fo^men ?
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